INTRODUCTION
In recent years considerable attention has been focused on antifertility prop¬ erties of forages, especially legumes. It is well established that various plants exhibit oestrogenic activity (Bradbury & White, 1954) and that forages may contain amounts large enough to affect reproduction adversely (Bennetts, Underwood & Shier, 1946; Pope, 1954) . Following the isolation of genistein, East (1956) tested its effect on the fertility of mice and found that reproduction was impaired, males being more severely affected than females. Coumestrol seems to produce similar results (A. N. Booth, personal communication). Fox, Kaufmes, Mason & Oldfield (1957) reported reproductive failure in mice ingesting 40 % red clover. Further work indicated that this reproductive disruption could not be explained in terms of oestrogenic or progestational effects or in terms of pituitary stimulation or inhibition alone. Swierstra (1958) caused breeding difficulties in mice by feeding alcoholic extracts of red clover and birdsfoot trefoil, and suggested that oestrogen-like substances were the causal agents. It is hoped that the present paper may clarify some apparent discrepancies. The work is a continuation of studies carried out by Wright (1960) 6-7 ±1-6 7-2 ±1-4 eight of these were used for egg counts performed 34 to 37 hr post coitum in the manner described by Lewis & Wright (1935 
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Ladino'% influence on fertilization and survival of ova is depicted in (Davies, 1960) . Suppression of oestrous cycles by Ladino was similar to the effects of a 15 % Lithospermum diet (Drasher & Zahl, 1946 Table 5 show alfalfa extracts to be much more effective in hastening vaginal patency than in stimulating uterine weight increases. It is still possible that hormone-like substances exist which are not effectively measured by uterine weight assay but are active in influencing reproductive phenomena.
While seeming to answer some controversial points, our studies have at the same time left many unanswered questions. Problems relating to (1) inter¬ relationships between nutritional factors and endogenous and exogenous oestrogens, (2) digestibility and relative nutritional value of diets and extracts,
